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SPEECH 


OF 


MB.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS,  OF  TENNESSEE, 


ON  THE 


ADMISSION  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


!  delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives,  march  18, 1850. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
nion,  on  the  President’s  Message  transmitting  the  Constitution  of  Cali- 
.orma,  Mr.  WILLIAMS  rose  and  addressed  the  Committee  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman  :  I  have  not  obtained  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  entern?  into 

aore  S°me  ag°?  When  the  annua^  mes- 

ht.ee,  1  made  s^nntffecrual^effor  rThat  d"r  e°f  Id6,  T' 

TexternTZ  h  *°  S?C.ured  the  floor> 1  desir^  to  have  discussed,  to  the 

ents  for  nIVm  •  ’  t  4  80  ln  respect  to  the  f°f  nation  of  territorial  govern- 

iportance,  to  all  otLrs  no/cLhnin^  hsTenbon  ^  35  param0mU’ io 

ve°aVL:lt  nlu  ^nt^ntlorn’  ^Ir-  Ciuurman,  to  make  use  of  the  opportunity  which  t 
, signed ^“BuTcombe  »  TheR  ^  TT"66’  ^  speaking  to  what  is  usual  J 

SLTrt  yet  destr°y  the  Government  under  which  we  live  V 

2  t= “*>1" 

sirsasK isa-Sr"?  £=£ 

vimerican  statesmen,  ready,  and  wilhng  nS  he  ff„ell“f.fiand ‘°  come  forth 
k  common  altar  of  their  country  ? And  is  not  such  a  „  “if  «»aelves  on 

» XtbfoeVDubirD  ■W!10ides;:,ef  that  this  1uestion  should  behonom  m  dtj‘Yd' 

C  mUld  ““  be  qUiet6d  ?  1  d0  not  foUow  so  err  %£££. 
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such  an  qc~ 
utterance  to 


.  ?  ,  mlld  be  the  object  of  scorn  and  contempt  to  myself,  if,  upon 

£,„!  f A  M-ishg  **  » 

one  partisan  sentiment,  .;  1  J ,  Jn  to  rise  upon  this  occasion,  above  all 

this  proud  platform  of  an  American  statesman,  to  r.se,  upon  ^  God 

tts: 

ceive  to  be  the  duty  of  eveiy  mem  er  .  ^  ^  q  extraneous  matter,  it  is 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  is  the  question  ?  Sapped  ot  a ^  ^  govem. 

simply  the  question  ol  the  formation  Mexico  The  Government  of  the 

meats,  for  the  country  recently  acquired  from  M^.co.  The 

United  States  are  owners  of  a  latge  regto  ,i,at'  ion,  anJ  settling  within  it. 

citizens  of  the  United  Stales  are  T’fln  ed  sUes  to  g  them  protection-terri- 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Congress  of must  be  formed  The  ques- 
torial  governments  must  be  formed  feta  g  matter  whether  the  acquisition 

s*i  s  ag.it 

*  -  “ ' * 

public  mind.  Qtntps  owed  to  California  a  territorial 

P  Two  years  ago  the  Congress  of  dm  Um^S^|ov^t^g  ^  ^ 

government  *,  but  the  question  o  y  onffress  failed  to  perform  its  duty, 

ghost,  and  prevented  Congressional  action.  Cong  ess  la  tea  P  knifea6  ,he 

Ind  left  the  people  of  the  territory ,w.  h  Colts  pi.  ols  an  ^  u,nolg,  (,Mr 

common  law  of  the  land-ns.ng  the ,  al  t0  the  candor  of  every 
Douglas.)  They  had  remained  so  for  ti  y  -  PP®  of  the  South  two  yean 
gentleman  in  this  House,  and  1  as  V  ,  in  lbe  formatii.n  of  territorial  go 

ago  in  relation  to  the  slavery  res  r  -  distinguished  Senator  from  Soutl 

vernments  ?  By  reference  to  the  speech of  die  ^tingmsh  He  demande, 

Carolina,  (Mr  Calhoun  )  the *  anewei  i  * V  forP  the  entirPe  South,)  that  a  tern 
in  the  name  of  the  South,  (for  he  y  P  slavery  restrictive  clause- 

torial  government  should  be  formed,  leavi  g  .  the  Jranfl  confederacy' « 

thus  permitting  the  citizens  of  eac1'  ®  ,  P  ,J  witb  them  whatever  wa 

Slates,  to  emigrate  to  fXtaT H  wth  they  went;  and  thai,  when  th 

recognised  to  be  property  in  the  State  Iro  n  'vemment,  they  would  fort 

v  time  arrived  to  change  from  a  territon^to  a  own  views  oft! 

a  constitution  including  or  excludi  g.  Jb  years  a  cro — this  was  the  dec 

subject.  This  was  the  opinion  of  he  South  two  .  ea»  a  (Q  Ma»d,  ,  y 

sibn  taken  by  the  South.  It  18  uPon  '*  1  .  deinand  By  that  platform  l  a 
lieve  it  is  all  which  the  South; ought ■  U.  ‘ "Sollt{  changed  ?  In  n 

willing  to  abide.  Have  the  °P,nlon  chaneetf  She  now  requires  new  guara 
humble  and  honest,  opinion, they  •  “ilLuon  to  this  matter.  The  conttn 

ties.  She  has  assumed  a  new  position  in  r  inflamed  the  pa 

ed  agitation  of  the  qn.-st.cn  has  exc.ted  the :  public  wm,  hM  beea  driv 

sionsof  the  South,  until  reason,  to  a  consider  wm,  in  favor  0f  adjust! 

from  its  throne.  If,  then,  two  ye»™  V0’wa4  any  gentleman  answer  me  in  « 
this  question  in  the  manner  l  ha  15  *  _  c0]1*k  object  to  the  sfti 

dor,  and  say  what  are  .he  reasons  whnth  mtoed^e  «,oo,  ^  „  f 

principle  of  ■adjustment  no  ,  ^  ^  ^  ^  United  States  has  assumed  powers  t 

objection  ?  It  is  that  the  rr  -  r cited  States,  and  that  California  asks  to 

warranted  by  the  Constitution  o  .  undergoing  territorial  pupilage.  Supp« 

■  Sstfsas  attsta&i*  -  s— '•  **  • 
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g£S  °“"T 

increased  difficulty  attending  «  D^he  cl^f  ‘h! 

erect  on  the  Southern  plat, cl  w^e'ere^  fe 

»=«*SKsm4e3fifi£s££S5 

this  great  slave  interest  of  the  South  ■  andlr'the  fir 'time”0  °tt,T"',3J  of  8aTlng 
tation  first  commenced,  in  the  vear  18 to  hi  If  i  f  sm®e  thls  slaver.v  agi- 

&  s  s^risr”1^  £XS235 

regarSedl “S  ££  ?«  *””7^  «»»**«*.  may  be 

tween  the  two  scions  m  "the  Goverl^nt  as  u  sl^  T  2  ^  faCt  that  the  equilibrumbe- 
the  Government  put  in  action  has  been  Herr  -  a  k  hen  the  constitution  was  ratified,  and 
equilibrium  between  the  two,  which  afforded  amnlp  m  *  t  l}iat  V.™6  there  W9S  near,y  a  perfect 
gression  of  the  other  ;  but  as  it  now  stand*  on/ 8”V°  l°  ?rotect  ifsetf  against  the  ag- 
the  Government,  which  leaves  the  other  withmit  "  “S  exclusive  power  of  controlling 

its  encroachments  and  oppression.  To  place  ihis^ubkct^istf  //T*  f°f  Protec!in=  itself  against 
prepared  a  brief  statistical  statement  showing  the  rf/t'  -  .n?-t  ^  j?efpre  y017’  ^  have,  Senators, 
vernmem,  under  .be  firs,  census  ‘W°  ^  to  th*  G- 

Of  foil'  T °h:?  he  pr°P°~?  10  »»0  remedy  the  evils 

ional  remedy  wS  he  “”aks  of  Is  rrSed,n°  — edy,  unless  the  constitu¬ 
te  believe  t’hat  au  eaual  numhe  of  f  T,  ^c"6'  1  am  not  one  of  <W 

ill?  b“/  z  ptrS?  SSi 

««*!•»>  «sr5t4fe,s***-  «*  **  ~  * 

3rest®  and  Hong  af  thad  ConStufion  S^wVare 

Keielde  to  a  flllffi  «£  thfunfou  °ld  ^  5^ 

*e  North,  and  not  upTu  ,L  Soud,  ^  ^  ,he  deed 

men,  Mr  Chairman,  lam  in  favor  of  ad  mi  tti™  n  rr  •  • 

■eat  principle  is  involved  in  her  admission-, he§  riffll?  dHnrH  Union-  A 

:emselves.  Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  ihifivrf  P??f  If0  ?overn 
ho,  as  a  member  of  this  Home  twn  "  7  * /e  ^Sav3'’  (Mr.  Preston,) 

rnia.  A  distinguished  Senator  from  Idinni^At”^0^  E  biU  t0  admit  CaIi~ 
the  Capitol,  argued  ably  and  no  werfYil  1  •  )■  1  *'  P°UGLA^)  the  other  end 

kV  WUfS  ”ta 5&£r  -  -**»  •>  S 

iur.  vy .  read  as  follows  :  •  ^ 

remment,  and  for  thlt° \^n1x  oLhtlo  hav^bel/3'  /  admit  that  k  is  not  a  good 

^eminent,  and  in  facf  not  a  Ie<*al  one  and  tW /  °n6'  *  a<3rmtthat  Ifc  18  not  a  republican 
.Ment  there:  California  ean^aStSf  $fg2  <*^«o  !»  a  ftL  £ 

UnWtution- without  vioieucc  to  any  practice  o’r 
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now,  sir,  and  not  postponed,  for  the  r^on ‘haMhere  will  be  more 

eminent,  and  for  the  reason  that  before  an  ^  Territorial  Government  will  be  obse- 

than  enough  for  three  States.  At  <h*p««L£ Vltte  Go— ,t  now,  giving  law  and  pro- 
lete.  The  question,  then,  is  this:  shall  we  form  a  tion  wait  a  period  of  two  years,  and 

tection  to  the  people  of  California,  ™  does  not  act  at  this  session,  the  people  will 

then  do  the  same  thing.  Sir,  I  trus  together  and  form  a  government  for  themselves. 

ns  «?sjl  rrrtorr — ^  ». 

Even  (continued  Mr.  W.)  the  dWngu.>hed  S^tor  ^f^ng  Solution, 
S  ^  and  sustains°the ' potion,  that  California  ought  to  be  ad- 

milted 


Resolved,  As  a  fundamental  principle  in  our  pohhcal  °  gOTeramen tahidi  they  think  best  cal- 
tution,  have  the  unconditional  right  *  and l^nfining  them  to  no  other,  no 

:t-o^to'eiStpolTby;  Constitution,  in  order  to  be  admitted  into  the  Won, 

except  that  its  consthution  introd„ced  the  following 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana,  (continued  stir.  ; 
rpsolution,  which  requires  no  comment  : 

“Resolved,  That  it  is  Congress  may  deem  pro- 


s  west  of  the  summit  oi  me  ousria  , 

The  late  President  of  the  Unit* 

message,  from  which  I  mak®, e,  .flicu|tv  growing’  out  of  the  question  would  be 
on  the  fact,  that  the  danger  .  ^  ®  Mexico  were  being  settled  so 

but  of  short  duration,  because  California  an I  New Mexmo  knitted  in- 

rapidly  that  they  would  soon  form  State  Governments, 

t0  the  Union  :  ;mn0sed  on  Congress  by  the  Con- 

“  In  organizing  governments  over  these  ‘crnW™  ,  d  J  wh;,e  their  power  to  do  so  is, 
station,  requires  that  they  shou d  legtate .on  the  iq  soundestyexp„u„ders  of  that  instrument 
net  only  seriously  ques  honed,  but  denied  w  territories,  when  assembled 

Whether  Congress  shall  legislate  or  not,  th  p  p  J  ^  AND  exclusive  powek  to  de¬ 
in  convention ,  to  form  State  constitutions, ,  w ill  po  ^  w7Wn  their  limits.  If  Congress 

termne  for  themselves  whether  slavery  shall  or  sh  territories  will  be  left  free  to 

shaU  abstain  from  interfering  with  the  queshon  the  into  the  Union.  No 

adjust  it  as  they  may  think  proper,  when  7  PP*  of  the  Southern  States  of  the  Union,  old 
enactment  of  Congress  could Restrain rihe  pe  p '  J  *  from  determining  the  character  of  their 
or  new,  north  or  south,  slaveholding  or  non-slavehol  g,  A  and  all  of  the  States  possess 

own  domestic  institutions  as  they  may  deem  wise  and  p  P  •  *  J  might,  if  they  chose, 

this  right,  and  Congress  cannot  deprive  them  of  it  J the  pgeople  of  Vermont  might 
so  alter  their  constitution  as  to ■  abotoh  slavery  w  ,h  ^  Both  States  would  possess  the 

righk  Though,0  as  all  'know ,  it  is  not  probable  that  either  would  exert  rt.^  {g  {n  & 

“  It  is  fortunate  for  the  peace  and  ■  d  hich  WM  intervene  before  California 

the  Union : 


The  South  denies  that  Congress  ^  any^“/romTa  ?d 

settled  it  really  seems  to  us,  that  this  exciting  (1  -  ^  ®  _reat  principles  of  non-inter ventio 

cils  prevails.  The  South  contends  for  her  honor,  and  for  S  ^  ^  Mq  the  jjnia 

and  State  equality.  Why,  then,  a  ^  according  to  the  doctrine  which  prevails  o 

?^«!±5!£SSri.  may  constitutionally  establish  her  domesUc  msUU 
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tions  on  any  basis  consistent  with  republican  principles.  The  South  could  lose  nothing  by  adopt¬ 
ing  this  course  ;  on  the  contrary ,  she  would  save  all  for  which  she  contends .” 

What  is  it  then  (continued  Mr.  W.)  that  has  come  over  the  public  mind  and 
produced  this  great  change  in  a  great  party,  respecting  the  admission  of  California. 

My  colleague  from  the  Memphis  district,  (Mr.  Stanton,)  who  now  opposes 
the  admission  of  California,  discovered,  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Butler  King,  who  was  sent  to  California,  the  remarkable  words,  “  that 
he  was  fully  in  possession  of  the  President’s  views  upon  the  subject.”  My  col¬ 
league  made  himself  merry  at  these  words,  and  spoke  in  strong  condemnatory 
terms  of  the  present  Administration.  From  the  words  referred  to,  my  colleague 
wishes  the  country  to  believe  that  General  Taylor  and  Thomas  Butler  King,  two 
Southern  men,  identified  in  fortunes  and  interests  with  the  South,  had  betrayed  the 
South,  and  that  the  mission  of  Mr.  King  to  California  was  to  procure  a  constitu¬ 
tion  excluding  slavery,  in  order  to  cover  up  the  double-dealing  of  General  Taylor’s 
friends  in  the  late  Presidential  election.  Yet  my  colleague  endorsed  Thomas  But¬ 
ler  King  as  a  gentleman.  Mr.  King,  in  a  card  published  to  the  world,  declares 
that  my  colleague  was  mistaken,  that  his  imputations  were  untrue,  and  that  he 
would  have  scorned  to  have  accepted  such  a  mission  and  for  such  a  purpose. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  solemnly  denies  the  inferences  of  my  col¬ 
league,  as  the  following  extract  from  his  special  message  will  clearly  show  : 

"I  did  not  hesitate  to  express  to  the  people  of  those  territories  my  desire  that  each  territory 
should,  if  prepared  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
form  a  plan  of  a  State  constitution,  and  submit  the  same  to  Congress,  with  a  prayer  for  admis¬ 
sion  into  the  Union  as  a  State  ;  but  I  did  not  anticipate,  suggest,  or  authorize  the  establishment 
or  any  such  government  without  the  assent  of  Congress ;  nor  did  I  authorize  any  government  agent 
of  officer  to  interfere  with,  or  exercise  any  influence  or  control  over  the  election  of  dele¬ 
gates,  or  over  any  convention,  in  making  or  modifying  their  domestic  institutions,  or  any  of  the 
provisions  of  their  proposed  constitution.  On  the  contrary,  the  instructions  given  by  my  orders 
were,  that  all  measures  of  domestic  policy,  adopted  by  the  people  of  California,  must  originate 
jolely  with  themselves  ;  that  while  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  was  desirous  to  protect 
them  in  the  formation  of  any  Government,  republican  in  its  character,  to  be  at  the  proper  time 
mbmitted  to  Congress,  yet  it  was  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  the  plan  of  such  a  government 
nust,  at  the  same  time,  be  the  result  of  their  own  deliberate  choice,  and  originate  with  themselves 
without  the  interference  of  the  Executive.”  ’ 

So  completely  (continued  Mr.  W.)  did  my  colleague  lash  himself  into  a  burst  of 
ndignation  against  the  President  and  Thomas  Butler  King,  that  he  declared  his 
villingness  to  dissolve  the  Union,  if  California  was  admitted  under  these  circurn- 
tances,  as  the  following  extract  from  his  speech  will  demonstrate  : 

“  It  may  be  possible  that  the  dominant  majority  in  the  two  houses  of  Congress  will  have 
he  strength  to  secure  the  admission  of  California,  and  that  they  will  blindly  exercise  the  pow- 
r  they  possess.  I  hope  that  I  will  never  see  that  fatal  day ;  but  should  it  come,  in  spite  of 
ay  feeble  deprecations,  I  shall  be  ready  to  meet  it  with  whatever  sacrifices  may  be  necessary  to 
efend  the  people  I  represent.  It  is  possible  that  the  people  of  the  South  may  not,  at  first,  under¬ 
hand  the  full  extent  of  their  danger  ;  it  is  possible  the  evil  day  of  separation  may  be  post- 
oned  yet  a  while  longer  ;  but  I  solemnly  believe  that  day  must  come,  as  the  inevitable  conse- 
uence  of  the  act  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish  ” 

Mr.  Stanton  (interposing)  was  understood  to  remark,  that  he  thought  his  col- 
aague  was  doing  him  injustice— that  in  some  aspects  of  the  case  he  was  in  favor 
f  the  admission  of  California. 

•  Mr.  Williams,  (continuing.)  I  am  not  disposed  to  do  injustice  to  my  col- 
aague,  I  have  a  high  personal  regard  for  him,  and  will  publish  an  extract  from 
is  speech,  from  which  I  have  drawn  my  opinions  of  his  views.  His  whole  speech 
learly  conveyed  the  idea  that  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  was  inevitable — that  it 
ould  not  be  prevented— that  it  might  be  delayed  for  a  season,  but  that  if  Califor- 
ia  were  admitted  he  would  arm  himself  cap  a-pie^  draw  the  sword,  throw  away 
te  scabbard,  rush  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  with  the  war  cry, 

- - - “  Lay  on  Macduff, 

And  damn’d  be  he  who  first  cries.  Hold  j  enough ln 
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My  colleague,  who  was  contemplating  such  a  horrid  destiny  for  his  country  as 
a  dissolution3 of  the  Union-civil  war  and  Bloodshed— believing  that  this  Govern¬ 
ment  was  tumbling  to  pieces  around  him,  paused  to  give  a  few  partisans  tabs  to  the 
Brave  old  hero  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenpe,  who  had  staked  his  life  on  many 
a  weMought  field  of  battle,  and  whose  patriotism  had  won  for  himself  and  his 
country  immortal  glory.  And  what  had  the  President  done  to  justify  the  on¬ 
slaught  of  my  colleague  ?  ■  f  .  , 

He  found  that  Congress  hpd  failed  in  a  most  important  duty  to  California  ;  and 

he  sent  a  special  messenger  there  to  tell  them  to  form  a  government  tor  them- 
selves,  and  that  he  would  recommend  it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  United  States.  .  ,  ,,  . 

I  know  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  the  power,  if  it  should  think 

proper  to  exercise  it,  to  reject  the  application  of  California,  and  it  will  be  its  duty  to 
do  so.  if  they  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  interest  of  any  portion  of  the  country 
would  be  benefited  thereby.  But  is  there  a  man  living  who  believes,  that  if  Con¬ 
gress  should  reject  California  as  a  State,  remand  her  to  a  territorial  condition,  and 
permit  her  to  remain  so  two  or  five  years,  a  slave  State  could  or  would  be 

formed  there  ?  ,  ,  _  .. „r  .  , 

Mr.  Stanton,  of  Tennessee,  interposed,  and  asked  if  Mr.  W.  was  willing  to  ad¬ 
mit  California  independent  of  all  other  questions  ? 

Mr.  VV.  continued.  I  will  come  to  that  directly.  I  have  no  opinions  that  !  will 
conceal  If  no  object  can  be  aec  unplished,  by  remanding  California  back  to  a 
state  of  territorial  dependence,  what  is  your  object,  gentlemen  of  the  South,  m  op¬ 
posing  her  admission  as  a  State,  when  the  fact  stares  us  in  the  face,  that  every 
member  of  the  convention  was  opposed  to  slavery,  and  that  there  was  no  undue 
influence  used  by  the  President,  or  his  agent,  (T.  Butler  King,)  who  both  solemn¬ 
ly  declare  that  they  did  not  attempt  to  control  public  sentiment  there,  and  when 
you  find  that  they  are  sustained  in  their  declarations  by  the  Senators  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  elect  from  California  ?  . 

Mr.  Chairman,  though  I  have  thus  argued  in  favor  of  the  admission  of  Califor¬ 
nia  and  believe  it  to  be  right  that  she  should  be  admitted,  yet  unless  the  entire 

miesti on  of  slavery,  growing  out  of  our  recent  territorial  acquisitions,  can  be  set- 
"  _  :•  r  . _ i _ r  ihnt  T  mill  vnte  for  her 
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tied  on  some  satisfactory  basis,  I  am  not  now  certain  that  I  will  vpte  for  her 


admission.  I  owe  it  to  the  excited  feelings  of  the  South,  to  try  and  make  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia  question  the  basis-power  by  which  the  whole  questioucan  be  adjusted. 

I  trust  we  shall  soon  see  satisfactory  manifestations  that  California  can  be  ad- 
mitted  into  the  Union,  and  that  territorial  governments  can  be  formed  without  the 

Wilmot  proviso.  ,  . 

Probably,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  anything  more  in 

relation  to  the  admission  of  California.  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  humble  as  I 
am  to  protest  against  the  speech  of  the  distinguished  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
as  not  speaking  the  sentiments  of  the  South.  I  now  propose  to  speak  of  the  pow¬ 
er  of  Congress  over  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  territories.  I  have  ever  believed, 
as  I  believe  now,  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  legislate  on  the  question  of  slave¬ 
ry  in  the  territories.  That  is  my  opinion.  It  is  a  power  that  springs  from  the  nature 
and  necessity  of  the  thing.  It  is  either  true,  or  it  is  not  true,  that  Congress  has  the 
Dower  to  acquire  territory.  If  this  Government  fias  the  power  to  acquire,  have  they 
not  the  power  to  control  it  ?  I  would  to  God  that  I  could  believe  they  had  no  such 
power,  because  then  1  should  know  that  the  great  interests  of  the  South  \yere  Pr0' 
tected  by  the  genius  of  the  Constitution—!  should  know  that  we  could  appeal 
to  th*  iudicial  tribunals  of  the  country  for  protection.  A  dissolution  of  til  s  Union 
by  an  unconstitutional  exercise  of  power,  never  can  take  place,  so  long  as  the  bu- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  remains  pure  and  firm.  It  can  only  be  dissolved 
when  the  Government,  in  the  exercise  of  a  given  power,  so  uses  rts  power  thal 
forbearance  ceases  to  be  a  virtue.  In  that  case,  nothing  would  be  left  but  the  in¬ 
herent  right  of  revolution. 
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I  listened  to  the  speech  of  my  friend  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Hilliard,)  with 
great  pleasure,  I  listened  also  with  great  pleasure  to  the  remarks  of  my  distin¬ 
guished  friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Wellborn,)  over  the  way,  who,  when 
the  debate  was  raging  fiercely,  made  a  speech  which  did  honor  alike 
to  his  head  and  heart.  It  awakened  every  patriotic  emotion  of  my  soul. 
But  what  did  these  gentlemen  propose  ?  They  both  propose  to  prove 
that  Congress  has  no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  Yet  each  gentleman 
closed  his  remarks  by  proposing,  as  a  compromise,  that  Congress  should  exercise 
its  authority — thus  placing  it  out  of  my  power,  if  they  had  convinced  me  of  the 
truth  of  their  positions,  to  vote  for  their  compromises.  I  believe  that 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  South  believe  that  the  power  is  not  in  the 
Government.  I  believe  that  it  is  there  ;  it  is  an  incidental  power.  Conceding 
the  power,  I  would  address  myself  to  the  members  of  this  House  from  the  North. 
You  are,  aware,  gentlemen,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  slave  States,  but  who 
believes  either  that  it  is  unconstitutional,  or  a  high-handed,  tyrannical,  and  ag¬ 
gressive  use  of  a  delegated  power  placed  in  trust  in  your  hands.  Knowing  this 
to  be  so,  and  seeing  the  feeling  which  pervades  the  Southern  portion  of  this  coun¬ 
try  in  relation  to  it,  it  is  your  duty  to  refrain  from  the  exercise.  No  doubt  gen¬ 
tlemen  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  their  souls,  that  they  are  governed,  in  their  support 
of  the  Wilmot  proviso,  by  their  ardor  in  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  when,  in  truth, 
it  is  a  struggle  for  popularity,  power,  and  place.  Both  of  the  great  parties  of  the 
North  have  been  “  billing  and  cooing”  with  the  Abolition  party,  until  they  have 
produced  such  a  stale  of  public  feeling  and  excitement  in  the  North,  that,  in  the 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Root,)  “  they  are  afraid  to  face  the  mu¬ 
sic.”  It  is  for  their  own  interest  :  and  if  gentlemen  will  give  me  their  ears  for 
three  minutes,  I  will  make  it  appear  as  clear  as  the  sun  at  mid-day,  that  no  other 
motive  can  guide  them.  And  I  will  do  so  by  your  own  arguments. 

Do  you  not  know,  gentlemen  of  the  North,  that  you  have  thrae  millions  more 
inhabitants  in  the  North  than  we  have  in  the  South  ?  Do  you  not  know  that 
New  Mexico  and  Deseret  are  now  opposed  to  slavery  ?  Do  you  not  aver,  and 
brag,  and  boast,  in  your  places,  that  outside  of  the  fifteen  slave  States,  the  whole 
civilized  world  is  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery  ?  Do  you  not  know  that 
you  charge  in  your  places,  that  this  is  now  free  territory^ and  that  if  a  man  car¬ 
ries  his  slaves  there,  they  will  be  emancipated  ?  Do  you  not  know  the  additional 
fact,  that  you  have  the  power  here  ;  and  if  your  position  is  true,  that  that  is  now 
free  territory,  slavery  cannot  exist  there  but  by  positive  enactment  ?  Who  is  to 
enact  it  ?  Not  the  people  of  the  territory,  for  you  know  they  are  opposed  to  it. 
Surely  you  would  not,  with  all  your  pretended  love  of  human  liberty  here,  pass  a 
law  forcing  slavery  upon  the  people  there.  You  think  more  of  your  popularity 
than  you  do  of  your  country.  I  advise  you  to  resign  your  seats,  go  home,  and 
let  men  come  here  who  have  feelings  as  broad  as  the  whole  country. 

You  charge,  that  it  is  the  design  of  the  South  to  force  slavery  into  territory  now 
free.  This  is  a  slander  upon  the  position  of  the  South.  No  such  argument  has 
been  advanced.  The  South  only  asks  you  to  leave  it  to  the  chances — the  soil — 
the  clima  e — the  distance  :  ninety-nine  chances  out  of  a  hundred  are  in  your  favor  : 
are  you  not  willing  to  trust  us  with  the  hundreth  chance  ?  When  pressed  by  ar¬ 
guments  like  these,  you  are  driven  to  the  wall,  and  ensconce  yourself  behind  the 
Bible  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  which  you  use  for  your  own  pur¬ 
poses.  as  u  sounding  brass  of  a  tinkling  cymbal,”  to  tickle  the  ears  of  the  people. 
Why  do  you  pursue  this  course  ?  Why  not  come  up  and  adjust  the  question  ? 
Do  but  this,  and  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia-— of  the  slave 
trade  between  the  States— -of  the  fugitives  slaves— -will  all  follow  the  adjustment  of 
the  principal  issue. 

I  have  heard  several  members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  declare  their  wil¬ 
lingness  to  trample  under  foot  the  Wilmm  proviso,  and  so  to  quiet  the  public 
mind  5  and  I  am  also  informed,  from  a  reliable  source,  that  there  are  twenty 
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Democrats,  members  from  free  States,  willing  to  risk  their  popularity,  and  settle 
the  question  and  on  terms  demanded  by  the  South  two  years  ago.  I  honor 
them  both  for  their  patriotism  and  their  courage.  It  has  been  my  boast  that  1 
had  ever  belonged  to  the  great  conservative  party  of  the  Union— to  the  Whig 
party.  It  is  a  mortifying  fact  to  me,  that  up  to  this  hour,  no  Whig  m  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  yet  avowed,  in  his  place,  his  determination  to  o  - 
low  the  self-sacrificing  example  that  has  been  set  on  the  other  side,  ^ave 
ever  believed  that  the  Whig  party  was  the  great  conservative  p*rty  of  the 

Union.  The  hour  of  trial  is  upon  us,  and  if  that  great  party  should  now 

fail  of  its  duty,  and  should  not  come  up  to  the  just  expectations  of  the  country, 

I  am  for  a  dissolution,  not  of  the  Union,  but  of  the  Whig  party.  And  be  as¬ 
sured,  gentlemen,  that  if  you  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  our  reasonable  appeals  to  your 
justice,  in  this  hour  of  tribulation,  when  you  call  upon  us  for  sympathy  m  re¬ 
gard  to  matters  in  which  you  feel  a  deep,  sectional  interest,  our  response  will 
be,  Away,  we  know  you  not.  But  I  still  have  confidence  that  we  shall  receive 

at  the  hands  of  the  North  the  aid  which  we  require  ;  but  not  from  such  mem¬ 

bers  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Stevens,)  and  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Mann.)  The  gentleman  from  Pennysl vama  grossly  slan¬ 
dered  the  South.  He  forced  upon  me  the  conviction  that,  at  sopje  period  of  his  We, 
he  had  been  a  political  bankrupt,  that  he  was  here  by  accident,  and  that  he  had 
made  a  desperate,  a  reckless,  and  I  may  say,  a  dare-devil  move  to  obtain  a  forward 
position  in  Pennyslvania,  on  what  he  deemed  to  be  a  popular^  hobby.  I  he  gentle¬ 
man  from  Massachusetts  has  been  referred  to  so  often,  that  I  allude  to  him  with 
reluctance.  He  described  in  glowing  colors  the  miseries  and  ruin  that  would  inev¬ 
itably  follow  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  ;  yet,  when  appealed  to,  in  view  of  all  the 
horrors  he  had  depicted,  to  say  whether  he  would  not  yield  something  to  save  his 
country  from  a  fate  so  deplorable  he  replied  that  he  would  not  ;  thus  proving  that 
he  belonged  to  the  same  party  as  the  Senator  from  New  Y ork,  (Mr.  Seward,)  who  m 
his  placed  declared  that  he  was  willing  u  to  re-enact  the  laws  of  God”  that  there  was 
a  power  higher  than  the  constitution — in  other  words,  that  he  was  willing  to  com¬ 
mit  perjury  in  the  service  of  his  God.  A  man  capable  of  uttering  such  sentiments 
ought  to  be  whipped  with  scorpions  through  the  world. 

But  there  are  Whigs  here  who  I  believe  will  follow  the  lead  of  that  great 
master-mind,  whose  action  upon  all  trying  occasions,  has  won  for  itself  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  God-like.  This  great  man,  (Mr.  Webster,)  ever  scorns  to  act  from 
or  be  bounded  by  sectional  considerations.  Yes,  Mr.  Chairman,  whenever  his 
country  has  been  endangered  by  exciting  and  difficult  questions,  he  comes  for¬ 
ward,  erects  a  national  platform,  and  covers  himself  all  over  with  glory.  St,  ms 
late  great  speech  entitles  him  to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  country. 

I  must  say  a  word,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  take  my  seat,  in  relation  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  Southern  convention.  I  believe  that  the  call  of  the  convention  was  ill-timed 
and  unnecessary.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  because  it  proposes  a  remedy  for  a  contin¬ 
gent  evil,  outside  of  the  constitution,  and  because  it  will  be  time  enough  to  take 
resolute  steps  when  the  deed,  which  alone  can  justify  revolution,  shall  have  been 
done.  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  advise  both  Whigs  and  Democrats  the  young 
and  talented  men  of  my  State — to  remain  at  a  respectable  distance  from  that  con¬ 
vention,  and  to  leave  it  to  old  men,  and  political  cripples,  who  have  no  future  be¬ 
fore  them — -for  nothing  is  more  clear  to  my  mind,  than  that  it  will  prove  a  polit¬ 
ical  winding-sheet  to  all  those  who  trust  themselves  to  its  embraces. 

I  conclud'e  with  a  sentiment  expressed  by  an  illustrious  statesman  (Mr.  Web¬ 
ster)  upon  an  important  occasion  :  u  Libert)  and  Union,  one  and  indivisible, 

now  and  forever.” 

Note,— It  is  due  to  the  Whig  party  to  state,  that  on  the  only  test  question 
this  session— Mr.  Root’s  resolutions— there  was  about  an  equal  number  oi  Whigs 
and  Democrats  who  voted  with  the  Representatives  from  the  slave  States. 


